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T0.  Summary 
 
Please provide an abstract of this workbook (target: 500 words) under the following headings: National 
profile 
In this section please summarise the most relevant information included in the following sections, namely:  

• A description of national profiles: 
o main entities financing research on drugs; 
o main research institutions involved in the research on drugs;  
o if applicable, the role of the national drug observatory in the implementation, 

execution or coordination of drug-related research activities;  
o main national or regional scientific journals publishing drug related research and 
o main drug-related research projects, (planned or ongoing)  

• A description of research priorities (if available) 
o drug-related priorities defined in national/regional drug policy; 
o the role of drug-related research in national drug policy documents; 
o new topics emerging in drug-related research in your country (either in governmental 

or non-governmental research) 
 

National profile 

In France, the Ministry of National Higher Education, Research and Innovation (MENESR) 
designs, coordinates and implements national policy on research and innovation. Two primary 
academic organisations, the National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) and the National 
Institute for Health and Medical Research (INSERM), cover a wide range of research areas, 
from neurosciences, through public health and clinical research to social sciences. 

The French National Focal Point (OFDT) is the main body involved in drug-related data 
collection, studies and network development. It collaborates extensively with national and 
European drug-related research teams. Dissemination of data and research results are also 
part of its mandate, together with publishing in national and international scientific journals, 
and promoting the use of research results in practice and policymaking.  

The Interministerial Mission for Combating Drugs and Addictive Behaviours (MILDECA) is the 
central structure close to the Prime Minister responsible for coordinating governmental action 
in the drugs field. Part of its role is to promote and fund drug-related research. 

New development (including a description of research priorities, if available) 

In line with previous government plans, developing research and observation in the field of 
addictions is key in order to provide information on the implementation of public policies. It 
represents therefore one of the 6 major challenges included in the 2018-2022 National Action 
plan on Addictions (MILDECA 2018). The measures to be implemented focus on two main 
priorities: 
 1) Bringing science, political policy-making and citizens closer together; 
 2) Extending knowledge in all areas of public action. 

In order to improve links between the scientific community, policymakers and citizens, the plan 
aims to increase places and times for meetings about spreading knowledge on addiction, both 
nationally and regionally. The importance of the focal point (OFDT) is underlined as it enjoys 
ideal positioning for speeding up transfer of knowledge and its appropriation by decision-
makers, professionals and citizens. 

Linked to the priority to “bring science, policy-making and citizens closer together”, the 
MILDECA also wants to create an interministerial forum for discussion categorised by major 
policy area (science and prevention, science and treatment, science and judicial response 
and science and counter-trafficking). This forum will focus on planning interministerial 
meetings to improve programming and dissemination of knowledge. This will involve sharing 
existing literature with public stakeholders and working with them to determine the gaps in 
existing research and the necessary studies to be developed in order to determine appropriate 
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intervention measures. Finally, the MILDECA will strive to share the results of this work with 
the relevant policymakers in order to help them elaborate relevant public responses based on 
strong scientific data (for example, the meeting organised by the MILDECA on the report 
"addictions and new technologies" carried out by Pr Reynaud). 

The plan highlights several key areas where new knowledge is required: prevalence of use 
among vulnerable groups (people with disabilities, people living in poverty, people subject to 
a court order, migrants), influence of environmental factors and available preventive and 
healthcare supplies on the dependence and treatment trajectories, individual vulnerability 
factors, gender specific factors, etc. 

In order to prevent addictive behaviours, emphasis is placed on carrying out intervention 
research in schools and workplaces. The plan also promotes the development of knowledge 
related to marketing strategies that influence how the risks of using are perceived among 
young people. Such information is required in order to deconstruct the discourse conveyed by 
industrialists and to put in place appropriate responses. 

To better reduce risks and improve care and access to care, the plan confirms the need to 
support clinical and therapeutic research by encouraging a transversal and collaborative 
approach. Evaluating medico-social and harm reduction interventions is also valued. 

Moreover, in terms of questioning the effectiveness of criminal solutions, the authorities stress 
the need to develop evaluative research in this field in order to encourage solutions to develop 
the most promising judicial measures. As regards research relating to drug supply, the plan 
notably encourages improved monitoring of new psychoactive substances and studies on the 
changes in supply. 

 
 

T1.  Drug-related research1 
 
The purpose of this section is to  

• Describe the organization of drug -related research in your country 

• Provide a summary of specific resources on drug-related research available in your 
country 

• Update the available information already provided to the EMCDDA (workbook will 
be pre-filled). 
 

T1.1. Please update the main drug-related research institutions/associations/bodies (public or private) 
in your country. Please provide links, also to pages in English, if available. 

 

• Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS):  

http://www.cnrs.fr/index.php/en 

• Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (CNAM):  

http://the.cnam.eu/ 

• École des Hautes Études en Santé Publique (EHESP):  

http://www.ehesp.fr/en/ 

• École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS):  

https://www.ehess.fr/en  

 
1 "Drug-related research involves performing a study on illicit drugs, which may involve a range of disciplines, through the use of 
scientifically accepted methods and procedures, in order to test a hypothesis or answer a specific question.” (EMCDDA, 2012 Drug-

related research in Europe: recent developments and future perspectives) 

http://the.cnam.eu/
http://www.ehesp.fr/en/
https://www.ehess.fr/en
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/thematic-papers/research
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/thematic-papers/research
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• Fédération Nationale des Observatoires Régionaux de la Santé (FNORS): 

http://www.fnors.org/index.html 

• Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques (FNSP):  

http://www.sciencespo.fr/en/home 

• Institut de Recherche en Santé Publique (GIS-IReSP):  

http://www.iresp.net/ 

• Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD):  

http://en.ird.fr/ird.fr 

• Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique (INRA):  

http://www.inra.fr/en 

• Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale (INSERM): 

http://english.inserm.fr/ 

• Observatoire Français des Drogues et des Toxicomanies (OFDT):  

https://en.ofdt.fr/ 

• Santé publique France (SpF) 

https://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/ 

 
T1.2. Please update the main institutions/associations/bodies/programmes (public or private) funding 

drug-related research in your country. 
Please provide links, also to pages in English, if available. 

 

• The Interministerial Mission for Combating Drugs and Addictive Behaviours 
(MILDECA: http://www.drogues.gouv.fr/page-simple/mildeca-interministerial-mission-
combating-drugs-and-addictive-behaviours) is the central structure responsible to the 
Prime Minister for coordinating governmental action in the drugs field. Part of his role 
is to promote and fund drug related research. In line with the National Drug Action Plan 
2018-2022, the MILDECA supported new annual calls for proposals and extended 
collaborations with research organizations/universities and with the ANR. It also 
promoted clinical research networks and dissemination initiatives towards the scientific 
community and policy makers. 

• The Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Innovation 
(http://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/) designs, coordinates and 
implements national policy on research and innovation. A large scope of research 
areas ranging from neurosciences, through public health and clinical research to social 
sciences is mainly covered by two major academic operators: the National Centre for 
Scientific Research (CNRS) and the National Institute for Health and Medical 
Research (INSERM). 

• The French Research Agency (Agence Nationale de la Recherche – ANR: 
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/en/project-based-funding-to-advance-
french-research/) is in charge of programming national research and innovation. The 
agency establishes the thematic priorities of research and allocates the resources. 
Every year, the agency launches calls for tenders covering a large spectrum of 
scientific areas. 

• The Ministry of Health (http://www.sante.gouv.fr/) funds, in specific years, clinical 
projects on addiction treatment in hospitals (under the programme “Programme 
Hospitalier de Recherche Clinique” - PHRC). It also funds studies on specific 

http://www.fnors.org/index.html
http://www.sciencespo.fr/en/home
http://www.iresp.net/
http://en.ird.fr/ird.fr
http://www.inra.fr/en
http://english.inserm.fr/
https://en.ofdt.fr/
http://www.drogues.gouv.fr/page-simple/mildeca-interministerial-mission-combating-drugs-and-addictive-behaviours
http://www.drogues.gouv.fr/page-simple/mildeca-interministerial-mission-combating-drugs-and-addictive-behaviours
http://www.drogues.gouv.fr/strategie-gouvernementale/recherche/appels-projets
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/en/project-based-funding-to-advance-french-research/
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/en/project-based-funding-to-advance-french-research/
http://www.sante.gouv.fr/
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populations of drug users, interventions (prevention, treatment, harm reduction) or 
legal disposition. 

• The National Research Agency on AIDS (Agence Nationale de Recherche sur le Sida 
– ANRS: http://www.anrs.fr/) and the French Public Health Agency (Santé publique 
France: https://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/) implement regular surveys and research 
projects on the links between injecting drug use and infectious diseases (mainly HIV 
and HCV). 

• The French National Cancer Institute (Institut national du cancer – INCa: http://en.e-
cancer.fr/) is the preeminent health and science agency in charge of cancer control in 
France, created in 2004. It reports to the ministries for Health and for Research. About 
half of its budget (€100 million) is allocated to research funding. Each year, the Institute 
organises more than fifteen competitive calls for proposals in the areas of research, 
public health, cancer care organisation and patient information. 

• NGOs and foundations (such as the Fondation de France) representing practitioners, 
users and companies (alcohol suppliers, tobacco industry and pharmaceutical 
laboratories) also regularly fund surveys and research project in these areas. 

 
T1.3. Please update the list of the main national scientific journals where drug-related research is 

published in your country. 
Please provide links, also to pages in English, if available. 

 

Name Topic Language Abstract 

Actualité et Dossier en Santé Publique 
https://www.hcsp.fr/explore.cgi/adsps?ae=adsps&menu=11 

Public Health French French 

Addiction(s) : recherches et pratiques 
https://www.federationaddiction.fr/productions/revue/ 

Treatment French French 

Alcoologie et Addictologie 
http://www.alcoologie-et-addictologie.fr/ 

http://www.alcoologie-et-
addictologie.fr/index.php/aa/user/setLocale/en_US?source=%2Findex.php%2Faa 

Treatment 
French, 

English 
English 

Annales Médico-psychologiques, revue psychiatrique 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/annales-medico-psychologiques-revue-
psychiatrique 

Psychiatry 
French, 

English 
English 

Archives des Maladies Professionnelles et de l'Environnement 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/archives-des-maladies-professionnelles-
et-de-lenvironnement 

Treatment French English 

Bulletin de l'Académie Nationale de Médecine 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/bulletin-de-lacademie-nationale-de-
medecine 

Public Health French English 

Bulletin Épidémiologique Hebdomadaire 

https://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/revues/beh/bulletin-epidemiologique-
hebdomadaire 

Epidemiology 

and public 
health 

French English 

Cahiers de la Sécurité et de la Justice 

https://inhesj.fr/publications/cahiers-de-la-securite-et-de-la-justice 

Sociology 

and political 
science 

French English 

Le Courrier des Addictions 

https://www.edimark.fr/courrier-addictions 

Addiction all 

topics 
French English 

http://www.anrs.fr/
http://en.e-cancer.fr/
http://en.e-cancer.fr/
https://www.hcsp.fr/explore.cgi/adsps?ae=adsps&menu=11
https://www.federationaddiction.fr/productions/revue/
http://www.alcoologie-et-addictologie.fr/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/annales-medico-psychologiques-revue-psychiatrique
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/annales-medico-psychologiques-revue-psychiatrique
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/bulletin-de-lacademie-nationale-de-medecine
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/bulletin-de-lacademie-nationale-de-medecine
https://inhesj.fr/publications/cahiers-de-la-securite-et-de-la-justice
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Déviance et Société 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-deviance-et-societe.htm 
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-deviance-et-societe.htm 

Sociology 
and political 

science 
French English 

L'Encéphale 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/lencephale 

Treatment French English 

Médecine/sciences 
https://www.medecinesciences.org/ 
https://www.medecinesciences.org/en/ 

Health French English 

Politix, revue des sciences sociales du politique 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-politix.htm 
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-politix.htm 

Human and 
social 

sciences 
French English 

La Presse Médicale 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/la-presse-medicale 

Health French English 

Psychotropes, Revue internationale des toxicomanies et des addictions 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-psychotropes.htm 

Treatment French English 

Revue d’Épidémiologie et de Santé Publique 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/revue-depidemiologie-et-de-sante-
publique 

Epidemiology 
and public 

health 

French, 
English 

English 

Revue Française des Affaires Sociales 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-francaise-des-affaires-sociales.htm 
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-revue-francaise-des-affaires-sociales.htm 

Human and 
social 

sciences 
French English 

Revue Française de Sociologie 
https://www.cairn-int.info/revue.php?ID_REVUE=E_RFS 
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-revue-francaise-de-sociologie.htm 

Sociology 
English, 
French 

English 

La Revue de médecine interne 
https://www.em-consulte.com/produit/revmed 

Medical 
Sciences 

French English 

La Revue du Praticien - Monographie 

http://www.larevuedupraticien.fr/revue 

Medical 

Sciences 
French English 

Santé Publique 

https://www.cairn.info/revue-sante-publique.htm 
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-sante-publique.htm 

Epidemiology 

and public 
health 

French English 

Sciences Sociales et Santé 

https://www.jle.com/fr/revues/sss/revue.phtml 

http://www.jle.com/en/revues/sss/revue.phtml 

Human and 
social 

sciences 

French, 
English 

English 

Sociologie 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-sociologie.htm 

(copy/paste this link) 

https://www.cairn-int.info/revue.php?ID_REVUE=E_SOCIO 

Sociology French English 

Thérapie 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/therapies 
Treatment 

French, 

English 
English 

Toxicologie Analytique et Clinique 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/toxicologie-analytique-et-clinique 
Toxicology 

French, 

English 
English 

 
 

 

https://www.cairn.info/revue-deviance-et-societe.htm
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-deviance-et-societe.htm
https://www.medecinesciences.org/
https://www.medecinesciences.org/en/
https://www.cairn.info/revue-politix.htm
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-politix.htm
https://www.cairn.info/revue-psychotropes.htm
https://www.cairn.info/revue-francaise-des-affaires-sociales.htm
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-revue-francaise-des-affaires-sociales.htm
https://www.cairn-int.info/revue.php?ID_REVUE=E_RFS
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-revue-francaise-de-sociologie.htm
https://www.em-consulte.com/produit/revmed
http://www.larevuedupraticien.fr/revue
https://www.cairn.info/revue-sante-publique.htm
https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-sante-publique.htm
https://www.jle.com/fr/revues/sss/revue.phtml
http://www.jle.com/en/revues/sss/revue.phtml
https://www.cairn.info/revue-sociologie.htm
https://www.cairn-int.info/revue.php?ID_REVUE=E_SOCIO
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/therapies
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T1.4. Please update the list of drug-related research relevant websites/resources you would like us to 
include in your research country profile.  
Please provide links, also to pages in English, if available. 

   

 
 

T2.  Trends (Not applicable for this workbook) 
 
 

T3. New developments 
 
The purpose of this section is to provide information on any notable or topical developments 
observed in drug-related research in your country since your last report . 
T1 is used to establish the baseline of the topic in your country. Please focus on any new 
developments here. 
If information on recent notable developments have been included as part of the baseline 
information for your country, please make reference to that section here. It is not necessary 
to repeat the information. 
 
T3.1.  Please update the list of the main drug-related, recent/on-going since your last report 

studies/research projects in your country. Please provide links, also to pages in English, if available. 
If possible, classify each study/research project under one of the following categories: 
(1)  Basic biological, neurobiological and behavioural research (including aetiological and 

addictive behaviour research); 
(2)  Population based and clinical epidemiology (including site surveys, ethnographic studies and 

acute toxicity studies); 
(3)  Demand reduction (including prevention, treatment, harm reduction, reintegration and clinical 

treatment research); 
(4) Supply, supply reduction and crime; 
(5) Drug policy (including laws, economic issues and strategies); 
(6) Other topics. 
If it is not possible to identify the main drug-related on-going studies/research projects in your 
country, please provide a list of the most relevant current bibliographic references. 

 

In November 2018, the MILDECA-OFDT Scientific Prize, which rewards promising research 
on drugs and addiction, was awarded to two scientists who are renowned nationally and 
internationally for their research projects. They mainly worked on helping better understand 
young people’s pathway to using and on improving prevention interventions in this field: Maria 
Melchior, an epidemiologist and research director at INSERM, and Mickaël Naassila, a 
physiology professor and director of INSERM’s research group on alcohol and drug 
dependence. 

Research on drugs and addictive behaviour is becoming increasingly more important in the 
French scientific landscape. Between 2010 and 2016, the number of publications on drugs 
and addiction increased by 30%. Over the same period, investment in public research on 
addictive behaviour steadily increased (from 13.5 to 17 million euros: 26% increase). 

In 2019 the Fund for Combatting Tobacco was extended to all substance-related addictions 
and therefore became the Fund for Combatting Addiction. This changes, among other things, 
the volume and distribution of resources dedicated to research with a substantial annual sum 
intended to "support knowledge sharing, innovation, applied research and the evaluation of 
care and prevention actions". 

The Fonds Addictions (a fund to combat psychoactive substance addiction) was implemented 
by decree no. 2019-622 of 21 June 2019 on the psychoactive substances addiction fund. The 
legislative order of 2 August 2019 established the list of beneficiaries and the amounts 
allocated by this Fund for Combatting Addiction for 2019, amounting to €120 million. It is 
managed by the French National Health Insurance Fund and includes €46 million invested in 

https://bdoc.ofdt.fr/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=81768
https://bdoc.ofdt.fr/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=81934
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aid to stop smoking, €32 million to support regional projects, €18 million for national civil 
society projects, €11 million to set up social marketing campaigns, and €13 million invested in 
research. The Fund for Combatting Addiction therefore provides both funding for actions 
(which may be subject to evaluation) and an amount specifically earmarked for research (licit 
and illicit substances). 

In this context, a sum of €400,000 has been paid to the French Monitoring Centre for Drugs 
and Drug Addiction to carry out new studies. The text also establishes a €5,000,000 sum 
granted for a call for projects by the IReSP supporting applied research programmes and the 
evaluation of interventions to combat addictions linked to psychoactive substances. The aim 
of the call for projects was to support research in the field of addiction, with priority on alcohol, 
tobacco and cannabis, but also on other psychoactive substances (other narcotics, products 
for therapeutic use). At the end of 2019, 21 research projects were selected for funding. They 
cover a continuum of scientific disciplines from the basic sciences to intervention research, 
the humanities and social sciences, economics, epidemiology and other public health 
disciplines. In addition, public authorities continue to support the training of new researchers 
in the field of addictions through the renewed awarding of doctoral (PhD) grants. 

 

Bibliography 2019-1st quarter 2020 

(1) Basic biological, neurobiological and behavioural research  

(including aetiological and addictive behaviour research) 

Acier, D. (2019). L’addiction comme rempart à la dépression [Addiction, an anti-depressive struggle] 
(with English abstract). Psychologie Clinique (48) 40-49. 

 
Allard, M., Leclercq, M. and Labat, L. (2019). La toxicologie du GHB et de ses précurseurs [Toxicology 

of GHB and its precursors] (with English abstract). Revue Francophone des Laboratoires 2019 
(517) 36-42. 

 
Alvarez, J.C., Simon, N., Larabi, A., Ribot, M., Derridj-Ait-Younes, N. and Hartley, S. (2020). Relation 

pharmacocinétique/pharmacodynamique entre la concentration sanguine de 
tétrahydrocannabinol et l'aptitude à conduire un véhicule chez des consommateurs occasionnels 
ou chroniques de cannabis [Pharmacokinetic/pharmacodynamic relationship between 
tetrahydrocannabinol blood concentration and ability to conduct a vehicle in chronic and 
occasional cannabis consumers] (with English abstract). Bulletin de l'Académie Nationale de 
Médecine 204 (5) 477-485. 

 
Arbouche, N., Raul, J.-S., Garnier, D., Kintz, P. and Ameline, A. (2019). Testing for AB-PINACA in human 

hair: Distribution in head hair versus pubic hair. Drug Testing and Analysis 11 (4) 610-616. 
 
Benturquia, N., Chevillard, L., Poiré, C., Roussel, O., Cohier, C., Declèves, X.  et al. (2019). Is the 3,4-

methylendioxypyrovalerone/mephedrone combination responsible for enhanced stimulant 
effects? A rat study with investigation of the effect/concentration relationships. 
Psychopharmacology 236 (3) 891-901. 

 
Bouvarel, T., Delaunay, N. and Pichon, V. (2020). Selective extraction of cocaine from biological samples 

with a miniaturized monolithic molecularly imprinted polymer and on-line analysis in nano-liquid 
chromatography. Analytica Chimica Acta 1096 89-99. 

 
Derouiche, L. and Massotte, D. (2019). G protein-coupled receptor heteromers are key players in 

substance use disorder. Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews 106 73-90. 
 
Dervaux, A. (2019). Comment le cannabis peut favoriser les troubles psychotiques : conséquences, 

dépistage et prise en charge [How cannabis can trigger psychotic disorders : Consequences, 
detection, and treatment] (with English abstract). L'Information Psychiatrique 95 (8) 672-678. 
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Duflot, T., Vasse, M., Guillerme, J., Schrapp, A., Mory, C., Imbert, L. et al. (2019). Interest of adjusting 
urine cannabinoids to creatinine level to monitor cannabis cessation therapy in heavy smokers 
with psychiatric disorders. Drug Testing and Analysis 11 (9) 1453-1459. 

 
Fabresse, N., Aouad, H., Knapp, A., Mayer, C., Etting, I., Larabi, I.A. et al. (2019). Development and 

validation of a liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry method for simultaneous 
detection of 10 illicit drugs in oral fluid collected with FLOQSwabs™ and application to real 
samples. Drug Testing and Analysis 11 (6) 824-832. 

 
Fabresse, N., Becam, J., Carrara, L., Descoeur, J., Di Mario, M., Drevin, G. et al. (2019). Cannabinoïdes 

et thérapeutique [Cannabinoids and therapeutics] (with English abstract). Toxicologie Analytique 
et Clinique 31 (3) 153-172. 

 
Fabresse, N., Larabi, I.A., Stratton, T., Mistrik, R., Pfau, G., Lorin de la Grandmaison, G. et al. (2019). 

Development of a sensitive untargeted liquid chromatography-high resolution mass 
spectrometry screening devoted to hair analysis through a shared MS2 spectra database: A step 
toward early detection of new psychoactive substances. Drug Testing and Analysis 11 (5) 697-
708. 

 
Franchitto, N. (2020). Complications somatiques du cannabis [Cannabis use and somatic 

consequences] (with English abstract). La Revue du Praticien 70 (1) 69-77. 
 
Girardeau, P., Navailles, S., Durand, A., Vouillac-Mendoza, C., Guillem, K. and Ahmed, S.H. (2019). 

Relapse to cocaine use persists following extinction of drug-primed craving. Neuropharmacology 
155 185-193. 
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T4.  Additional information 

The purpose of this section is to provide additional information important to drug -related 
research in your country that has not been provided elsewhere.  
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information on drug-related research priorities. Where possible, please provide references and/or 
links. 

  
 
T.4.2. Optional. Please describe any other important aspect of drug-related research that has not been 

covered in the specific questions above. This may be additional information, a reference to an 
organisation in your country that monitors national drug-related research, the availability of a 
bibliography of recent studies or new areas of specific importance for your country. 
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